COMMENTARY

All the great conquerors sit upon their platform,
Lending their sombre weight of practical experience:
Gtfin Shih Huang Ti who burnt the scholars' books,

Chdka the mad who segregated the two sexes,
And Genghis Khan who thought mankind should be

destroyed,
And Diocletian the administrator make impassioned

speeches.

Napoleon claps who found religion useful,

And all who passed deception of the People, or who said

Like Little Frederick, CI shall see that it is done.'

While many famous clerks support their programme:
Plato the good, despairing of the average man.
With sad misgiving signs their manifesto;

Shang-tzu approves their principle of Nothing Private;
The author of The Prince will heckle; Hobbes will

canvass,
With generalizing Hegel and quiet Bosanquet.

And every family and every heart is tempted:
The earth debates; the Fertile Crescent argues;
Even the little towns upon the way to somewhere,

Those desert flowers the aeroplane now fertilizes,

Quarrel on this; in England far away,

Behind the high tides and the navigable estuaries;

In the Far West, in absolutely free America,
In melancholy Hungary, and clever France
Where ridicule has acted a historic role,
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